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After hearing , 1st Corinthians 13, you may be thinking that you’re watching the wrong service
– that you’ve somehow stumbled onto a wedding video. Let me assure you that you haven’t.
1st Corinthians 13 is the second reading appointed for the 4th Sunday after the Epiphany,
January 30, 2022. Now I realize 1st Corinthians 13 is one of the best known passages in the
Bible because of its use in weddings. It represents one of the most beautiful and poetic
expressions of love in all of Scripture. I’ve lost track of how many weddings I’ve officiated at,
but I think I’ve read 1st Corinthians 13 at almost every one of them, if not all of them. It was
read, in fact, at my own wedding. There is no doubt that it is beautiful, poetic, and uplifting.
But St. Paul didn’t write these words for a wedding. They weren’t written for a couple in love
standing in front of an altar ready to pledge their lives to one another. In fact, they were
written for almost the opposite situation – St. Paul wrote them to the members of the church
at Corinth and that was a church that was not some kind of love fest – but it was a church in
conflict. St. Paul isn’t writing to the church in Corinth to pat them on the back because of the
great love they have for one another. Instead he is writing to suggest that if they are going to
survive the differences and disagreements they have in their relationships with one another,
then love is going to be necessary. The church at Corinth was diverse. They weren’t all the
same. They were different from one another. They lived different lives, had different values,
and different experiences. They had different ethnicities, genders, ages, ranks, status, and life
situations. Some were married, some weren’t. Some were widowed, Some had kids. Some
were converted Gentiles. Some were Jews. Some were from the lower classes, some were
people of means. There were slaves and free people, as well as people with different skills
sets and gifts. This diversity was a gift. It should have been of great benefit to them and made
them a strong community of faith with a wide variety of talents, abilities, and opportunities to
reach out and share the good news of Jesus with all kinds of people. Unfortunately, they let
their diversity divide them. They devolved into discord and rivalry. They took sides. They were
broken down by difference rather than enriched. Instead of embracing their diversity, they
pushed each other away. St.

Paul affirms that the God had called the church at Corinth to be diverse, but to also get
along. St. Paul’s call to love wasn’t, as I said, celebrating the unifying love they shared. It was a
call to action. It was an intervention – if you will – to instruct them on what they needed in
order to be the community of faith God called them to be – to be the body of Christ in the
world. These words, from St. Paul, which make us feel so good at a wedding, probably didn’t
give the first hearers those same warm feelings. They may have felt a bit uncomfortable, in
fact. They may have felt convicted. St. Paul’s goal was to motivate them to act – to put love
into action – in order to secure the church’s survival into the future. Now St. Paul wrote these
ancient words to an ancient people, but I have to tell you, they seem very contemporary to
me. It feels to me like God could be speaking to the situation in our congregations, our
communities, our nation, and our world today. And the solution – love – is every bit the
answer today as it was thousands of years ago. St. Paul gave the people at Corinth a very
practical outline of what they needed to do. I know you’ve heard it, but listen again,
remembering this instruction for a people in conflict: “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not
envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.” In our world today,
how often at the first sign of conflict does love end? Does love stop bearing all things? How
often do we stop believing others, hoping for the best, enduring along with others? How
quickly do we accuse, choose sides, ridicule, blame, divide, dehumanize? St. Augustine, the
theologian who lived in the 3rd Century, was asked what love looks like. He said this, “It has
hands to help others, feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery, need,
and want, and ears to hear human sighs and sorrows. That is what love looks like.” As St.
Augustine points out in his description, love is a verb…it is a very practical verb. St. Paul
suggests intentional, clear choices that make a difference in the lives arounds us when we do
them. Love isn’t dependent on emotion. It’s not about how we feel. CS Lewis said it very
clearly when he said, “Don’t waste your time bothering whether you love your neighbor; act
as if you did.” That’s what St. Paul’s words in 1st Corinthians 13 are about. They are
instructions on how we are to do love. They are choice we are to make in the way we interact
with others. And let’s be honest. It’s not easy. It’s not easy to act with love towards people we
may not like all that much. Canon CK Robertson from the Episcopal Church said this: “Fifty
years ago, on the first live satellite broadcast across the globe, The Beatles sang ‘All You Need
is Love’ and then, of course, they broke up. Love, after all, is hard work.” Jesus certainly
understood that. On the night of his betrayal, Jesus shared a meal with his disciples. When
the meal was over, he got up from the table, took off his outer robe, poured water into a
basin, got down on his hands and knees and washed his disciples feet. When he was finished
and had returned to the table, he asked them if they understood what he had done to them.
He explained that he had set for them an example and that they should do as he had done
to them. He had shown them what loving service looked like. Later, Jesus told them that he
gave them a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved you.

We know that Jesus’ love was ultimate and complete. Jesus died on the cross and then rose
to new life so that we might we forgiven of our sins and given the gift of new life here and
now and for eternity. There is nothing easy about choosing to love. But Jesus commands us
to love one another as he loves us. St. Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 13 are a call to action.
They are an intervention – if you will – to instruct us on what we need in order to be the
community of faith God calls us to be – to be the body of Christ in the world. By God’s grace,
as we intentionally choose love, we are transformed and in the process our congregations,
communities, our nation, and world is also transformed. What the world needs now is love.
What we need now is love. Thanks be to God that there is nothing in all creation that can
separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen

Pastor Dan Fugate

Scripture for February

February 6
First Reading-Isaiah 6:1-8 [9-13]
Psalm-Psalm 138
Second Reading-1 Corinthians
15:1-11
Gospel-Luke 5:1-11

February 13

First Reading-Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm-Psalm 1
Second Reading- 1 Corinthians
15:12-20
Gospel-Luke 6:17-26

February 20
First Reading-Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm-Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
Second Reading- 1 Corinthians
15:35-38, 42-50
Gospel-Luke 6:27-38

February 27
First Reading- Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm- Psalm 99
Second Reading-2 Corinthians
3:12--4:2
Gospel- Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a]

Pray for one another
Earl McKinley, Jack & Shirley Williams, Dale
Neild, Peggy Gilbert, Mara Joy Nelson, Linda
Rager Hampton, Mary Chrastil, Marie BettenNiccum, Joanne Boettcher, Nancy Coble, Betty
Hamlin, Betty Lawrenz, Owen, Stu Hawley and
Robert & Lois Dowd.

Birthdays in February
Sarah Hawkins Rusk-2/5
Morgan Meinert-2/28
Cheryl Spratt-2/19

Council Update
The January Teller council update described our intention to seek an interim pastor to serve Zion as
we continue to chart a course for our congregation. We have received word from the synod that
very few interim pastors are available. We look forward to continuing conversation with the Pastor
Apel at the synod office, and hope a suitable candidate becomes available.
In the meantime, please plan to attend February 20 for our congregation's annual meeting. A report
will be mailed and emailed in the coming week. Our agenda will be somewhat different this year,
with a more conversational atmosphere as we share and plan for our future together.
Good news, but still many questions - our elevator has been shipped from British Columbia! Now we
hope it is not stuck in the trucker convoy at the Canadian boarder!
Thanks to all who faithfully support the life of our congregation, preaching, cleaning, mailing, writing,
shoveling, calling, cooking . . . It is good to be among the people of God at Zion.
Blessings to all.
For the council,
Sally Krouse, Vice President

The Congregational meeting is set for February 20.

Thank you to everyone. Whether you
provided meals, donated to Daniel's
Place, sent flowers or even just
shared your condolences, your
support has been a great help as my
family and I continue to heal from the
passing of my amazing and loving
daughter, Erin.

Cheryl Working

Many thanks to my Zion family for the
thoughtful card and generous monetary gift!
Just like the Magi with their treasures it
arrived on Epiphany, and I couldn't be more
grateful. It is truly a blessing to be able to
share in God's love with you through music.
Your brother in Christ,
Alan Chambers=
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