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Scripture Lessons 
Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs--in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'
Romans 8:14-17
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ--if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

John 14:8-17, 25-27
Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. "I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.

Homily
As I have reflected upon my recent stint as Zion’s Interim Pastor, I recognize that there is at least one major gap in the ministry that I provided for you, which I would like to correct today.  It occurred to me that during the past 7 months I fairly completely resisted the urge to bring to this pulpit stories from the farm.  Well, you are going to hear one today!

It is Spring on the farm, which means that it is the season for new animals.  This past week, 20 day-old heritage turkeys arrived, and they are now in the warm brooder.  Three weeks ago 400 baby chicks arrived.  Soon weaned pigs will show up.  And a couple of months ago, 7 small Jersey calves took up residence with us.

It’s the calves that I want to talk about for a couple of minutes.  When the small Jersey calves come, they look like fawns (the offspring of deer).  They are skinny and gangly with curious big brown eyes.  For the first couple of weeks, I put them in a fenced lot with access to the barn, separate from the herd of larger animals.  There I tend them more carefully.  There they get good hay and a little feed and fresh water and dry bedding.  There they can come to terms with their new environment.  There I can keep a closer eye on them and address any issues they may have.

The lot is directly next to another lot to which the larger cattle have access.  Only a fence divides each herd, so they can begin to get acquainted without the social pressures of being thrown together.  On both sides of the fence they are very curious about each other, watching and occasionally bellowing their interest.

After making sure that the little calves have weathered the stress of travel and adjustment to a new environment, I prepare to join the herds.  I make sure that they have plenty of room for movement.  For what happens is that the larger cattle shove the littler cattle around for about half a day or so.  They larger cattle follow and sniff and push the littler cattle, in order to establish herd order.  If they have the right sized area in which to do this, the smaller cattle can stay close enough to be part of their new herd, and yet move far enough away to get some relief from the shoving.  I try to keep an eye on them but, frankly, at this point, there is little I can do to intervene.  They just have to figure it out.  After a while, if all goes well, they all settle down and graze together.

It is this image that came to mind when I thought about today’s celebration of Pentecost, of Confirmation, and of the Milestone of High School Graduation.  In each instance, there is a movement from the smaller, more carefully guarded environment out into the “larger herd.”  The first disciples were blown by the rush of Spirit-wind from their safer huddle indoors out into the street to jockey for position with the Parthians, Medes, Elamites and all the others.  Each Sunday we, too, gather in the safer huddle indoors to be nurtured in faith through Word and Sacrament and prayer and song and Christian fellowship—but only for a brief time as the same Spirit pushes us out into the larger world to jockey for position as witnesses to the salvation of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

And on this particular day of Confirmation and Graduation Milestone, some of us are sent into the world in a more pronounced way.  Our Graduates move from the safe huddle of high school and closer parental and community oversight to new ventures consistent with the freedoms and responsibilities of adulthood.  In this era of “helicopter parents” we may still try to keep a close eye on them.  But the truth is, at this point, there is little we can do to intervene.  We have to trust them to figure it out, as we trust fervently in the care and grace of God.  And so, dear graduates, we gather with you today to give our thanks for your lives thus far and to give our blessing as you engage the life to come.   May the promise of the eternal presence of the Holy Spirit be both strength and comfort for you as you jockey for position out in the larger herd.

Our Confirmands, too, are moving from the safer huddle of a childhood faith into the adventure of an adult faith, as they affirm for themselves the promises made by their parents years ago.  In a couple of minutes you will be enriched to hear Bradley and Micheala share their statements of faith from this pulpit, and you will join with them in our common declaration of faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  It is a bold and mature act to take a thoughtful stand and say, “I believe.”  Out in the world, there will be larger cattle who are pleased to shove them from their position of faith.  Once again, we will have to trust them to figure it out, as they trust God to lead and guide.  And so, dear Confirmands, we gather with you today to give our thanks for the witness of your faith thus far and to pledge our help as you engage the life to come.   May the promise of the eternal presence of the Holy Spirit be both strength and comfort for you as you jockey for position out in the larger herd.

And may this same promise uphold us all as we reclaim it on this Day of Pentecost.  Hear again this promise as Jesus speaks it to you:  Indeed, the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
Amen.







