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Micah 6:8  [The Lord] has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?    
Matthew 16:24  Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

SERMON & CONVERSATION
March 7, 2010

Like me, you came to church this morning loaded with expectations.  I am guessing that you expected a relatively safe environment, even a comfortable, friendly one.  (I’m fairly certain that most of you didn’t come feeling the need to defend yourself with a firearm as you sat in the pew.)  You likely expected an orderly service, and probably a relatively familiar one, so my tinkering with the liturgy this morning may have come close to violating your expectations.  You may have expected a sermon that holds your interest to some degree, and prayers that are thoughtful and meaningful, but neither of which would demand much from you.  And so now as I stand up in the pulpit and propose to speak only for a few brief minutes and then ask you to contribute substantially to the message today, you may wonder how to deal with this potential violation of your expectation.  If you are a member, you may be annoyed because this isn’t what we usually do.  If you are a guest, you may think, “Uh oh, what have I stumbled upon here?  Is this a closed meeting or am I still welcome to participate?”  (The answer is, yes, you are welcome and encouraged to participate!)

And so I will share with you my expectation for this morning:  I expect that these temporary changes will get your attention about the expectations that we have for each other—which is my goal.  By potentially violating your expectations for worship this morning, it raises the question of how helpful they are.  Whenever an expectation is violated, we are forced to ask ourselves:  should I keep this expectation or let it go?  This question forms our task for today as we consider the expectations we have of each other as members of this congregation.

Two of the expectations that we have for each other will likely involve prayer and worship.  As I was thinking about these expectations during this past week, two writings came to my (strange) mind.  The first one is a short poem about prayer by Wendell Berry that expects true prayer to be an embarrassment, which is its title, “An Embarrassment.”  


“Do you want to ask 

the blessing?”

“No, If you do, 

go ahead.”

He went ahead:  
his prayer dressed up 
in Sunday clothes 
rose a few feet

and dropped with a soft

thump.

If a lonely soul 

did ever cry out

in company its true

outcry to God,

it would be as though

at a sedate party

a man suddenly 

removed his clothes

and took his wife

passionately into his arms.

From Leavings: Poems, 2010
Berry’s expectation of the typical grace before a meal is that it is an embarrassing formality that is mostly “ho-hum.”  His expectation of real prayer is that it is a different kind of embarrassment, one that comes from being vulnerable, passionate, intimate, reckless, committed, and demanding.  (He may say that real prayer is perhaps less “Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer,” than “Oh my God!  Oh my God!  Oh my God!”).  Something to think about.

The second quote that came to my mind is from Annie Dillard about worship.  She expects worship to be powerful because the Word of God is powerful.

Does anyone have the foggiest idea what sort of power we so blithely invoke?  Or, as I suspect, does no one believe a word of it? The churches are children playing on the floor with their chemistry sets, mixing up a batch of TNT to kill a Sunday morning.  It is madness to wear ladies' straw hats and velvet hats to church; we should all be wearing crash helmets. Ushers should issue life preservers and signal flares; they should lash us to our pews. For the sleeping god may wake some day and take offense, or the waking god may draw us out to where we can never return." (Teaching a Stone to Talk, Harper & Row, 1982)  
Annie Dillard’s expectation of worship is that it will come at us relentlessly and demand our all.

I think that these two expectations are consistent with Micah’s and Jesus’ expectations.  It is certainly demanding to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?  It is so demanding, according to Jesus, that it means we deny ourselves, take up our crosses, and follow Jesus wherever he leads.

With these expectations in mind, then, I pose the question to you:  What does all this mean for our life together as the Body of Christ at Zion Lutheran Church?  Or, to say it more directly, what are we to expect from each other as fellow members of this body?

Last week a group of Zion members spent an hour downstairs pondering the expectations that we hold for ourselves here as members.  I want you to begin your work with this list according to the process through which I will lead you.  [Distribute handout & pieces of paper]
1. 
First, review the list of expectations: 
a. Lead a healthy lifestyle: diet, exercise, good stewards of body

b. Personal and spiritual life: daily prayer, meditation, in the Word

c. Healthy approach to vocation:

d. 
-work/job: provide for family

e. 
-good time management

f. 
-setting priorities

g. Foster and maintain healthy relationships

h. 
-be intentional about building new relationships

i. 
-maintain relationships w/family and friends

j. 
-attitude of reconciliation

k. Live out the words of our Baptism

l. Good stewards of all gifts (talents, home, jobs, relationships, etc)

m. Participate in the larger community (outside family and church): civic responsibility

n. Regular attendance at Zion worship services

o. Be informed re: world, community, Zion

p. Service to others within and outside of Zion

q. Involvement in Christian fellowship: classes, small groups, Bible studies 

r. Involvement in Zion classes, meetings, committees other than Sunday mornings

s. Re-creation: physical and mental

t. Attendance at committee meetings or group activities

u. Involvement in caring for the church building

v. Grow in faith

w. State a financial commitment to Zion Tithe to Zion

x. Make giving to Zion a financial priority

y. Involvement in mission discernment and ongoing discussions with Council

z. Treat the church bldg & family as you would your own building & family

aa. Activity participation in church activities

ab. Encourage others to develop gifts and involvement in Zion

2. Second, choose the 10 expectations that you believe are most important for a member of Zion Lutheran Church to hold and to live under.  That is, what are 10 expectations that we ought to have for each other if we are to be faithful to our calling as the Body of Christ as members of Zion Lutheran Church? Or, to say it more directly, what ten things are we to expect from each other as fellow members of this body?
3. Third, transfer your expectations to the small pieces of paper provided to you, putting one expectation per page.

4. Fourth, rank the expectations in order of importance, putting number one on top.

5. Fifth, discard the bottom five.

6. Sixth, with one other person.  In pairs, negotiate your top five expectations.  (Note:  you can modify or even add new expectations as you negotiate.)

7. Seventh, find another pair.  In foursomes, negotiate the top five expectations.

8. Eighth, find another foursome.  In eightsomes negotiate your top five expectations.

9. Ninth, we ought to have 8-10 eightsomes, each with five top expectations.  Share your list.  (These will be compiled on a sheet of newsprint, with common expectations noted.) 

10. Tenth, this list ought to give us a fairly good idea of what we expect of each other here at Zion.  What do you think? If we have time, we may share a few brief comments.

11. Eleventh, come downstairs immediately after this service where we will a similar exercise to discern our top expectations for our pastor.

12. Twelfth, come next week (March 14) when we will focus on our expectations of the deaconess in our time together after the worship service.

13. Then come March 28 for Palm Sunday worship and April 4 for our Easter celebration.







