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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE—

Sharing of the Peace + Noisy Offering

Scripture Lesson

2 Corinthians 9:6-15

6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 9As it is written,
‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures for ever.’ 
10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; 12for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 13Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, 14while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

SERMON

January 17, 2010

God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.
Last week I said that I wanted to prove concretely the truth of the first part of St. Paul’s declaration, that God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance.  So we used the process called “asset-mapping,” and in about 35 minutes we named over 1000 “assets” (or resources) possessed by Zion for ministry.  We were stunned by the sheer volume of resources that we identified, and by the recognition that those thousand pieces of paper represented only a fraction of the stuff available for our ministry at the hand of the God “who provides us with every blessing in abundance.”  I have surrounded the worship room with these pieces of paper this morning, laying them out on the floor and elsewhere as a visual reminder of the goodness of God toward Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

This is where we always must begin, with the grace and goodness of God.

But we must not stop there.  And so, this week I want to work on the second half of St. Paul’s declaration:  [God provides abundantly]…so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.  God has sown bountifully at Zion so that we may reap bountifully.  The task before us this morning is to determine how we might accomplish this bountiful reaping in God-pleasing ways.

As is mentioned in my note to you in the bulletin announcement section, I primed you for this during worship on December 13, when I asked you to think about how our local community needs the ministry of our congregation and its members.  I think one of the questions I posed was, “How does our local community need to be loved by Zion Lutheran Church?”  It stirred some wonderful thinking about the needs of our community and potential ways we may address those needs with the love of Christ.

Today I want to ask, “How can we connect the dots?”  What I mean is, “How can we connect (or put together) a cluster of assets in a creative way to serve a specific need of our local community?”  And I’d like to ask you to join together to develop some possible answers.

To get started each person will need a handout (provided by the ushers.) 
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STEP ONE:  Each person needs a handout and something to write with.

STEP TWO:  Form groups of 2-4 persons.

STEP THREE:  As a group, randomly choose 7 or so “assets” from the slips of paper that surround the worship room.  You may pick up the pieces of paper and bring them back to the group.  Write your selections below, then return the papers to the floor for use by another group.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


STEP FOUR:  Your choices may seem to have nothing in common.  Nevertheless, think about how some or all of these assets might be put together to suggest an activity, event, or program of ministry.  Ask, “What does a cluster of these assets suggest that we might do to serve the needs of our local community?”  

Consider making unlikely combinations and favor crazy ideas, especially those where you can turn problems into privileges and liabilities into assets.  [For example, one congregation clustered what they thought was an eyesore (their empty vacant lot next door), and what they didn’t think much about (a number of bored, retired farmers in the congregation) and what they didn’t even consider part of their congregation (the youth hanging out on the street corner in front of the church) and decided to begin a neighborhood garden aimed at young people.]  Take 15 minutes simply brainstorming ideas and jotting them down.  Do NOT judge the ideas as good or bad—just write down any idea that comes to mind.

CRAZY IDEAS FOR ACTIVITIES, EVENTS, OR PROGRAMS:
CRAZY IDEAS FOR ACTIVITIES, EVENTS, OR PROGRAMS (continued):
STEP FIVE:  Choose one of your crazy ideas.  Begin to develop it.  What might the activity, event, or program look like? As you develop the idea, begin to answer specifically these questions:

1. State the activity, event or preogram succinctly.  WHAT is it?
2. Determine an approximate cost.  HOW MUCH?
3. Provide a timeline.  WHEN would this take place?

4. Name those who will be involved.  WHO is needed to make this happen?
5. HOW shall those involved be held accountable?
6. Would YOU personally want to be involved?
STEP SIX:  We conclude the worship service upstairs, take a break, and continue downstairs sharing and celebrating the crazy mission and ministry ideas we have considered. Thanks be to God!
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