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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE—“Blessings in a Backpack”

How many of you like to eat?  (I woud guess most of you!)

What are your favorite foods?

How would you feel if you were hungry and had no food?

Some children and adults in our community go without food.  Some of these children get a good meal at school, but go home to empty cupboards.  And when they go home on the weekend, it means that they and their family members don’t get enough to eat.

So the Elders of Zion have found a way that we can help.  They will be asking our congregation members to bring certain kinds of foods to church every Sunday.  At the end of each pew, there will be a reusable food sack, into which our members will place the food they have brought with them.  During the children’s message each week, each of you will collect the food sacks and bring them forward.  We will bless the food with prayer.

After worship, volunteers will take the food and divide it into backpacks.  These backpacks will be taken to Manchester Elementary School.  Each Friday, the backpacks will be taken by hungry children so that they have food to eat all weekend.

Isn’t it a great idea?  A wonderful way that we can help in the name of Jesus, who fed people, too.

Look for more information in the weeks to come!  And thank you, Elders!

Noisy Offering

Scripture Lesson

2 Corinthians 9:6-15

6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 9As it is written,
‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures for ever.’ 
10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; 12for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 13Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, 14while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. 15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

SERMON

January 10, 2010

The point is this! declares St. Paul:  The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  St. Paul is speaking, first of all, about God the Sower.  The point is this! declares Pastor Jeff:  God is not sowing sparingly here at Zion.  God is sowing bountifully in order to reap bountifully.  As St. Paul continues, God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.
I want to prove this to you this morning.

We are going to attempt to describe God’s indescribable gift.  For a half-hour during worship and for an hour following worship, we are going to work together in a way designed to leave you speechless as you consider the bounty of God here at Zion.  We follow a process called “asset mapping.”  I will be giving you instructions that you must follow carefully.  This process intends to welcome all ages to participate.

Let’s get started!

Step One:  Each person needs a handout, something to write with, and about 30 of the small pieces of paper provided in the baskets in each pew.

Step Two:  Form into groups of 2-4.


Step Three:  Take note:  each group is responsible for discerning congregational assets by going through each of the three rounds below.  The leader will keep time, allowing approximately 15 minutes for Round One, 10 minutes for Round Two, and 10 minutes for Round Three.  

Step Four A:  Your task is to discern the gifts/resources/assets that God has given our congregation.  List each asset individually on its own quarter-page of paper, writing legibly and in LARGE BOLD BLOCK LETTERS.  Each group ought to end up with dozens of pages, each with its own asset.

Example:


Step Four B:  As prompts, you may use the questions listed below for each round.  You do not have to answer every question.

ROUND ONE

GROUP A – PHYSICAL ASSETS  - resources such as the facility, location in the community, natural resources at hand, etc.   For example, it is an asset at Zion to have a downtown location, to be on the river, etc.
· What are the physical assets of our congregation?

· What are some physical assets that are unique to our congregation?

· What are some physical assets of our neighborhood or community or bioregion?

· What are some of our natural resources?
GROUP B – INDIVIDUAL ASSETS – resources such as specific members and their specific gifts.  For example, it is an asset at Zion to enjoy the long view of people who have been members for over 50 years, or the skill of storytelling, etc.
· What are some things that you deeply care about?

· What are some things that you know a lot about?

· What is something that you can do with your hands or body?

· What are some talents or skills that you see in someone else in this room?

· What are some talents or skills that you see in someone from the congregation (who isn’t in this room)?

· What talent or skill do you think people in the congregation know you for?

· What’s something you can do that people in the congregation don’t know about?
GROUP C – ASSOCIATIONAL ASSETS – resources that include people or organizations or businesses associated with our congregation or its members.  For example, it is an asset of Zion to have a member who is active with the Community Foundation or Rotary, or a member who works at a large area business, or a member who knows the Governor, etc.
· What are some groups of people you get together with from the congregation?

· What groups or associations are you part of outside the congregation?

· What groups or associations are other members part of outside the congregation?

· Who is the most famous or powerful person that you know?

· Who is a famous or powerful person that a friend of yours may know?
GROUP D – INSTITUTIONAL ASSETS – resources that include institutions that serve us or whom we serve.  For example, it is an asset to be part of the IK Synod and Northeast Conference, to live in the jurisdiction of Wabash County and North Manchester, to minister with Peabody and Timbercrest, etc.
· What are some institutional decisions that affect people in the congregation and neighboring community?  Which institutions are making those decisions?

· What are some institutions represented in the congregation?

· What institutions does the congregation partner with or do business with?

· What institutions have something in common with the congregation?
GROUP E – ECONOMIC ASSETS – resources that include our congregational budget and our members personal wealth and means of making a living, etc.
· What’s something that the congregation spends money on?

· What’s something that you spend money on?

· What’s something you can make or do, that people would pay money for?

· What businesses are represented in the congregation?

· Where does the congregation invest (not spend) its money?

· What space does the congregation control that could be rented or charged for?
ROUND TWO

· In your congregation, what signs have you seen of God’s grace?

· What are some gifts or assets that you might have taken for granted?

· What are gifts that allow you personally to survive?

· What are gifts that allow your congregation to survive?

· What are some assets you dislike but rely on anyway?

· What are some assets that you might overlook?

· What did you used to be good at?

· What are some far-away assets?

· What are some invisible assets?

· What are some assets that no one seems to notice but you?

· What’s a special place you know about?

· What is a surprising group of people who are connected to your congregation?

· What are we really good at together but don’t recognize?

· What are some assets that don’t seem to go here?

· What are some contacts or resources that you can access in your work life?

· What are some skills that you use in your family life?

· What are some ideas or methods you use in your public life?

· What kinds of culture or recreation do you enjoy?

· What the craziest thing you do?

· What’s the most unusual group in your community?
ROUND THREE

· What assets have become clear from crisis or difficulty?
· What are problems or liabilities that you can use as assets?
· Think of a need.  What is the asset inside the need (that is, what’s the thing that is deeply cared about that the need points to)?
· What are some of your personal assets that are available to the congregation?
· What are some of your family assets that are available to the congregation?
· What are some of the assets of the surrounding community that are available to the congregation?
· What are some of the assets of your larger faith community?
· What are some of our cultural assets?
· What are some of our historical assets?
Step Five:  Turn in your pile of assets.  

Step Six:  We will put the pages representing Zion’s assets on the altar, celebrating the amazing grace of God, and renewing our commitment to use these gifts for God’s mission and to God’s glory.

Step Seven:  After a break at the end of the service, we will move downstairs to review the bounty of God.  Each page will be laid out on the tables in the fellowship hall.  Participants will be directed to maintain an extended period of silence as they review the hundreds of gifts that God has given to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Step Eight:  We will begin to ask in what specific ways God wants us to use these gifts for mission and ministry.
+++
Amen.
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